Resolution #2026-4

LAND USE AND ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATION

BACKGROUND

Cities and towns work diligently to protect Montana’s land and water resources through

wise community development policies that emphasize centralized water and wastewater systems,
efficient delivery of services to municipal populations, and in compliance with fair and affordable
environmental standards. Despite this work, significant new development in Montana continues to
occur increasingly outside municipal boundaries, threatening our state’s legacy of open space and
clean water. Cities and towns must retain their ability to make local decisions about the form,
density, and impacts of land development based on community desires and needs. Municipalities
are dedicated to working with state and federal agencies, counties, the private sector, and the public
to establish land use policies and regulations that recognize property rights, support the
development of housing, and the need to efficiently deliver services while conserving the natural
assets of Montana.

7.

ACTION

Encourage the use of community water, wastewater, and stormwater systems to protect
environmental quality and assure that cities and towns are not obligated for a
disproportionate share of the cost of complying with Nutrient Standards, MS4, TMDL,
PFAS, lead service lines, and other state or federal regulatory requirements.

Support policies and statutory frameworks that protect municipal water rights and water
quality, streamline the change of use process for water rights on and within municipal water
systems, create a sustainable post-adjudication water court, and limit the use of exempt wells
in urbanizing areas where water quantity and quality are of concern.

Promote environmentally responsible energy development and conservation through grants,
loans, and technical assistance and education programs, and allow cities and towns authority
under the energy and building codes to implement local decision making..

Protect and expand the authority of cities and towns to use tax increment financing and
locally approved tax abatements for development opportunities as part of an effective local
economic development and public infrastructure strategy that reflects the needs and priorities
of the local community.

Support and encourage the development, funding, and local decision-making for multi-
modal transportation systems within municipalities, including streets, roads, transit, paths,
bikeways, sidewalks, trails, and other infrastructure on state and local transportation routes
that create a safer, more livable, and more economically vibrant urban environment.

Support and encourage funding to assist communities implementing Montana Land Use
Planning Act, or other related statues and land use planning efforts.

Support bills that ensure a more predictable and efficient process for residential development

review and approval at the local level, while protecting the public’s right to know and participate,
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the environment, local government’s ability to provide public services, and local decision-making
for land use.

MLCT will oppose bills or policies that:

1. Restrict the annexation, zoning, planning, and subdivision review authority of cities and
towns or limit local community development decision-making.

2. Preempt local land use policy-making, including but not limited to specific development
standards for public infrastructure, building codes, parking requirements, density, and other

important policies that reflect local circumstances and choices.

3. Limit the effectiveness of the options under the urban renewal district or targeted economic
development district statutes.
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